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Election/Restrictions 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments witli respect to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 
112, second paragrapli, filed on Jan 14, 2008 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant's argument - " The claim is specifically claiming a system, 
the software as an operative part of the system, and the software being 
provided in a form and nature that causes the system to act according to the 
four enumerated sub- limitations". 

Examiner's response — Examiner respectfully disagrees. As claim 1 
recites that the software is not only an operative part of the system, but the 
software is being executed to initiate a first series of calls identify a call..., 
play audible message..., classify a telephone number.... Further, the 
software is executed to create a data file (claim 2), generate reports (claim 3), 
and so on.... Therefore, the rejection is maintained. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on Jan 14, 2008, with respect to the 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102, have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of tine second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 
112: 

The specification sliall conclude witln one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-3, 8-20, 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites "A system for automatically classifying a list of 
telephone numbers" and "(a) Initiate a first series of calls to telephone 
numbers—; (b) Play an audible message ...;(c) Identify whether or not 
and (d) classify a telephone number...". 

It is unclear whether the applicants are claiming "A system" or "A 
method". This makes the claim indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in a prior Office action. 
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6. Claim s 1-3, 10-12, 15, 23-24, 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Chou [US 6,850,602 B1] in view of Faith 
et al [US 4,764,949]. 



Regarding claim 1, Chou discloses a system 100 for 
automatically classifying a list of telephone numbers into one or more 
categories, as shown in Fig. la, the system comprising: 
a processor (112) [Fig. la ]; 

a data storage medium (116) for at least temporarily storing the list of 
telephone numbers [Fig. la]; 

means (110) for accessing a telephone network (140) [Fig. la]; and 

software (i.e. software programs) [col. 5, lines 9-21]] operative on the 
processor (402) to: 

Initiate a first series of calls to telephone numbers from the list of 
telephone numbers on a line within the telephone network [Fig. 1c; col. 4, 
line 15 to col. 5, line 8]; and 

Classify a telephone number as havinq been live-answered if the call 
was terminated in response to the audible message or classify a telephone 
number as not live-answered if the call was not terminated in response to 
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the audible message [Figs. 4, 5; col. 8, line 62 to col. 9, line 67; col. 6, lines 
47-54]. 

Further, although Chou discloses playing an audible message (or 
speech signals) using predefined terms, , such as "please leave a 
message" and identifying call termination types [Figs. 7a, 7b; col. 11, lines 
17-52; Abstract], Chou does not teach expressly playing a message that a 
callee terminate the call. However, this type of playing a message is well- 
known in the art. 

Faith et al teach playing an audible message over the line that 
requests that a callee (or subscriber) on the line terminate the call (i.e. 
please hang up) using a processor [col. 7, line 42-68], and identifying 
whether or not the call has been terminated after the audible message is 
played [col. 7, lines 15-40]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Faith et al with Chou 
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in order to include a predefined term of Faitti et al tliat audibly and politely 
advises a callee to terminate the call. 



Regarding claims 2-3, Chou further discloses the system, wherein 

the software is further operative on the processor to create a data file (i.e. 

record) comprising the telephone numbers and the identity of each of the 

telephone numbers as havinq been live-answered or not live-answered, 

and to generate reports based on the data file [Figs. 5-6, 7a, 7b; col. 10, 
to 

line 1 to col. 11m line 38]. 



Regarding claim 10, Chou discloses the system, as shown in Fig. 6, 
wherein the software (i.e. scheduler) is further operative on the processor 
to initiate calls to the not live-answered telephone numbers on a line within 
the telephone network and receive audible sounds on the line [Figs 1a, . 6; 
; col.3, line 33 to col. 4, line 41; col. 5, lines 9-41; col. 6, lines 47-54]. 



Regarding claim 1 1 , Chou further discloses the system, wherein the 
software is further operative on the processor to compare the audible 
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sounds to one or more known audible sounds to sub-classify the not live- 
answered telephone numbers [Figs. 4-5; col. 8, line 62 to col. 9, line 67]. 

Regarding claim 12, Chou further discloses the system, wherein the 
known audible sounds are comprised of at least portions of spoken 
messages [Fig. 3c]. 



Regarding claim 15, Chou further discloses the system , wherein the 
spoken messages are comprised of common corporate and answering 
system greetings (i.e. predefined expression) [Fig. 7b]. 

Regarding claims 23-24, Chou further discloses the system, wherein 
20 the software is further operative to the processor to classify the 
telephone numbers as live answered or not live-answered [Figs. 1g, 24, 

25 



12 
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67a-7b]. 

Regarding claim 27, Ciiou furtlier discloses the system, wherein the 
software is further operative on the processor to compare the audible 
sounds to one or more known audible sounds to sub-classify the not live- 
answered telephone numbers [Fig. 6]. 

Regarding claim 28, Chou further discloses the system, wherein the 
known audible sounds are comprised of at least portions of spoken 
messages [Fig. 4]. 

7. Claims 1-3, 8-9, 19-20, 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Brown et al [US 20030086541 A1] in view of 

20 

Faith et al [US 4,764,949]. 
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Regarding claim 1, Brown et al disclose a system for automatically 
classifying a list of telephone numbers into one or more categories, as 
shown in Fig. 1, the system comprising: 

a processor (402) [Fig. 4]; 

a data storage medium (401 ) for at least temporarily storing the list of 
telephone numbers [Fig. 4]; 

means (403) for accessing a telephone network (102) [Fig. 4]; and 

software (i.e. computer program) [Para: 0032] operative on the 
processor (402) to: 

Initiate a first series of calls to telephone numbers from the list of 
telephone numbers on a line within the telephone network [Fig. 1; Para: 
0020-0021]; and 

Classify a telephone number as having been live-answered if the call 
was terminated in response to the audible message [Para: 0021; 0026; 
0028; 0033; Table 2] or classify a telephone number as not live-answered if 
the call was not terminated in response to the audible message [Para: 
0034-0035], wherein call classifier is inherently a telephone number 
classifier because a call refers to a particular telephone number alog with 
the fact that how the call has been terminated [Fig. 1 ; Para: 0021]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/809,736 
Art Unit: 2614 



Page 10 



Further, although Brown et al disclose playing an audible message 
[Para: 0002; 0005; 0033] and identifying call termination types [Para: 0030- 
0033], Brown et al do not teach expressly playing a message that a callee 
terminate the call. However, this type of playing a message is well-known in 
the art. 

Faith et al teach playing an audible message over the line that 
requests that a callee (or subscriber) on the line terminate the call (i.e. 
please hang up) using a processor [col. 7, line 42-68], and identifying 
whether or not the call has been terminated after the audible message is 
played [col. 7, lines 15-40]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Faith et al with 
Brown et al in order to include a specific message that audibly and politely 
advises a callee to terminate the call. 

Regarding claim 8, Brown et al further disclose the system, wherein 
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the software is furtlier operative on the processor to identify special 
information tones (SIT) (203) on the line after initiating the calls [Figs. 3C, 
5; Para: 0002; 0005; 0020; 0021; 0024; 0026; 0033; 0035]. 

Regarding claim 9, Brown at al further disclose the system, wherein 
the software is further operative on the processor to classify the telephone 
numbers as not live-answered when the special information tones are 
identified [Para: 0002; 0021; 0036]. 

Regarding claims 2-3, Brown et al further disclose the system, 
wherein the software is further operative on the processor to create a data 
file (i.e. record) comprising the telephone numbers and the identity of each 
of the telephone numbers as having been live-answered or not live- 
answered, and to generate reports based on the data file [Figs. 2A-4; Para: 
0034-0037; Table 2]; Figs. 8-11; Para: 0044-0049]. 

Regarding claim 19, Brown et al further disclose the system, wherein 
the software is further operative on the processor (402) to at least 
temporarily store the audible sounds received over the line on the data 
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storage medium (401) prior to identifying tine audible sounds [Fig. 4; Para: 
0032-0033]. 

Regarding claim 20, Brown et al further disclose the system, wherein 
the software is further operative on the processor to complete the call after 
receiving and storing the audible sounds but prior to identifying the audible 
sounds [Fig. 4; Para: 0033]. 

Regarding claim 25, Brown et al further disclose the system, wherein 
the software is further operative on the processor to identify special 
information tones (SIT) (203) on the line after initiating the calls [Figs. 3C, 
5; Para: 0002; 0005; 0020; 0021; 0024; 0026; 0033; 0035]. 

Regarding claim 26, Brown et al further disclose the system, wherein 
the software is further operative on the processor to classify the telephone 
numbers as not live-answered when the special information tones are 
identified [Para: 0002; 0021; 0036]. 
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8. Claims 13-14, 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chou as applied to claim 1 1 above, and further in view 
of Dans [US 6,195,417 b1]. 

Regarding claim 13, Chou does not teach expressly advising that a 
telephone number is disconnected. 

Dans teaches that a system, wherein the spoken messages are 
comprised of separate messages advising that a telephone number is 
disconnected, has been changed, or is privacy blocked [Fig. 6; col. 14, 
lines 38-67]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Dans with Chou in 
order to update a caller with the status of lists of telephone numbers [dans; 
col. 1 , line 59 to col. 2, line 13]. 

Regarding claim 14, Dans further teaches the system, wherein the 
spoken messages are comprised of separate messages advising that all 
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circuits are busy or tliat an area code has changed [col. 14, lines 54-62; 
col. 15, lines 15-17]. 



Regarding claim 16, Dans further teaches the system , wherein the 
software is further operative on the processor to identify and classify a 
telephone number from which audible sounds are received that are not 
similar to the one or more known audible sounds [col. 14, lines 15-37]. 

5 10 

Regarding claim 17, Dans further teaches the system, wherein the 
software is further operative on the processor to create a data file 
comprising the not answered telephone numbers and a sub-classification 
for each of the not live-answered telephone numbers based on the one or 
more known audible sounds [col. 15, line 50 to col. 16, line 3]. 

Regarding claim 18, Dans further teaches the system .wherein the 
software is further operative on the processor to generate reports based on 

25 



4 



20 
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the data file [col. 16, lines 4-14]. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose 
telephone number is (571 ) 272-7529. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-TH (8:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor. Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an 
application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access 
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to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/ Ramnandan Singh/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



